
Re-Opening of Mass Humboldt County 

 
Initial Considerations: 

 
• You are reminded that the obligation to attend Sunday Mass is still dispensed.  The elderly and more 

vulnerable parishioners should especially take note of this because with Mass dispensed, it is not a 

mortal sin to miss Sunday Mass, even though it is offered. 

 

• While we will still be very limited on the space allowed for use in the church, we will still record Mass 

each weekend so you can watch it at home as you have been.  We will continue this practice until we 

fully have the churches open again.  Note that the Mass will now start at 5:00 p.m. 

 

• We are asked to “track” those attending our Masses the best we can.  This system will also provide you 

an opportunity to see before time how many may be attending the Mass you wish to attend.  This is 

NOT a reservation for a pew, but simply an indication of who will be attending.  This will need to take 

place EACH weekend as well.  To give your name and number from your household attending, please 

go to  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf5tu8Y92cXWXP1lyfEC9KyEPp11m3UFbBDgRHrkjuEp

DScSg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1  

 

OR call Wendy at 515-332-2856 no later than Friday at 3:00 p.m.  We figure that we can properly 

accommodate about 135 in the church, based upon the distancing.  Once you see this number is filled, 

please plan on attempting another Mass! 

 

• We will to the best of our ability provide sufficient cleaning and sanitizing materials in the church.  You 

are invited as well to bring your own small traveling bottle of hand sanitizer if you do not wish to share 

in what’s being offered in the church. 

 

• Please note we have used painters tape to mark off the pews that we cannot use in church.  For the sake 

of social distancing, only every third pew can be used.  Families may sit together in a pew, but before 

placing others in the pew, we have to have six feet between the different parties. 

 

• No holy water will be present in the fonts, nor available in the storage container in the church.  If you 

would like holy water, please call Fr. Dan to bless water you provide in your own container. 

 

• No paper materials will be allowed in the church.  This means there will be no missalettes in the pews, 

no worship aids, no bulletins, etc.  As we have been doing, the weekly bulletin will still be published 

before each weekend for online reading, which includes the Mass readings and music used.  You may 

bring your own mobile device if you wish to read along during Mass or use the music for Mass. 

 

• Mass Location:  As public Masses recommence, the strong recommendation of the Bishop and diocese 

is that the pastor of a cluster or a parish with multiple churches initially celebrate Mass ONLY in the 

primary Church (St. Mary’s Humboldt) and NOT in the secondary church (Sacred Heart Livermore).  

This ensures that proper controls are in place and followed, and eases the pressure of acquiring supplies 

and training personnel in sanitizing and liturgical procedures in various locations. 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf5tu8Y92cXWXP1lyfEC9KyEPp11m3UFbBDgRHrkjuEpDScSg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf5tu8Y92cXWXP1lyfEC9KyEPp11m3UFbBDgRHrkjuEpDScSg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1


The Celebration of Mass: 

 
• Church buildings will remain locked when there is no Mass.  The WEST DOORS will open one half 

hour before Mass on the weekends.  Only the west doors (front doors) will be unlocked.  Once you’ve 

entered the Church, you will immediately be given hand sanitizer if you don’t have your own. YOU 

WILL THEN BE DIRECTED BY USHERS WHERE YOU MAY SIT. You will not be allowed to 

sit where you choose.  The church will be filled from the front to the back, and once the church is full to 

the capacity we are allowed, we will have to turn people away.  If space is available in a pew after 

individuals are placed, a smaller family, a couple or another individual may be placed on the opposite 

end of the pew.  There must be 6 feet of distance between one family and another in the same pew. 

 

• It is REQUIRED that all those coming to Mass wear a facemask.  Those not wearing facemasks, 

including children over the age of 2, cannot be allowed into the church.  You must bring your own 

facemask, we are not able to supply them. The facemask must remain on the entire time you are in 

church, and must be worn properly.  To do so, both the nose and mouth must be covered at all 

times. The only ones not wearing a facemask would be the presiding priest, and the lector may remove 

their mask while proclaiming the Scriptures.  If we have a cantor, they would be allowed as well to 

remove their mask while announcing the hymn and leading us in singing. 

 

• If there is waiting outside the church to get in, please socially distance yourself.  We will allow people 

inside the church and we will be seating everyone as quickly as we can. 

 

• Initially in coming back to church, we will not publically pray the rosary before Mass so that we have 

the ability to speak and direct people to the proper locations in the church. 

 

• We will not be having Mass servers during this time. 

 

• Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers and Ushers will be assigned before time.  On the spot or last minute 

volunteers are asked not to come forth unless they have gone through the special training we will be 

providing these ministers.  Ministers will not gather in the sacristy before the start of Mass. 

 

• There will be no children’s Liturgy of the Word, no selling of Scrip in the entry way, no sharing treats or 

handing out any other items in the entry of the church or outside the church. 

 

• Ushers will not take up the collection as they normally do.  A basket will be placed at each door of the 

church, and you may place your envelope there as you enter or leave the church.  NOTE:  Parishioners 

from Sacred Heart Livermore can drop their envelopes in these baskets as well, and your contribution 

will be sent to Sacred Heart Parish. 

 

• Music for Mass will be very limited since we will not have misalettes in the pews.  Music will likely be 

“golden oldies” that hopefully we know by heart. 

 

• There will be no Sign of Peace. 

 

• Distribution of Holy Communion will take place AFTER Mass, and will only be the HOST.  The 

Precious Blood will not be offered.  Our low gluten hosts will still be available as well, just indicate you 

need one as we have been doing in the past. The order for Communion will start with the chairs or pews 

in the front and work back to the last pew and chairs.  You must remain in your pew until you are called 

forth.  All will exit through the side doors in the front after receiving Holy Communion, even if you 

choose not to receive Holy Communion you must exit this way.  Leave nothing in the pew as you will 

not be allowed to go back to the pew after receiving. We do not want people walking past each other. In 



receiving, please receive only in the hand with your mask on.  As you then walk away at least six feet 

from the Eucharistic Minister, you may pull your mask away and receive before leaving the church. 

 

• If you are viewing Mass at home, you may not come to church at the end of the live Mass to receive 

Holy Communion.  This practice is never allowed for those not attending the actual Mass.  “Parking 

Lot” Mass attendance or “Drive Thru” systems are never allowed either for the distribution of Holy 

Communion. 

 

• As you leave the church after Mass, please do not socialize outside. 

 

• Due to the limited seating capacity in the church, we ask that you attend only one Mass during the 

weekend, not coming both Saturday evening and Sunday morning. 

 

 

 

Other Parish Activities: 

 
• The public celebration of daily Masses will remain suspended until they start in July sometime.  Once 

held, you will need to follow all social distancing protocols.  Again, be mindful that both Fr. Dan and  

Fr. Hart offer private Masses daily.  If you have a special intention for a Mass during this time, contact 

Fr. Dan and this can be arranged. 

 

• Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will remain suspended. 

 

• Special parish events and liturgies will remain suspended. 

 

• Weddings or Funerals may be celebrated, but they must follow the same guidelines we have for 

weekend Masses including social distancing, wearing facemasks in church and sanitizing.  (It is still 

preferable to have only close family present). 

 

• Confessions will continue to be heard by appointment only, in Fr. Dan’s office as the church 

reconciliation room would not allow proper distancing. 

 

• Communion visits to the homebound, care facilities and hospitals will remain suspended, except in 

danger of death. 

 

• If flare-ups of the virus should occur locally or regionally, the parish should be prepared to shut down at 

a moment’s notice. 

 

 

After we give this a try for at least a week or two, we will then determine what changes need to be made.  We 

are discouraged from scheduling extra Masses until we start with the present Mass schedule and see how it 

works.   


