
WELCOME! WE ARE DELIGHTED TO WELCOME YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US.   
Whether you are a parishioner, friend, or visitor, your presence enlivens our celebration and community.  

Please consider sharing in what we have to offer. Our parishes aim to assist all who wish to know God more deeply.  
We serve the community through outreach, education, social activities, sacramental preparation,  

and comfort to those who mourn and are sick. Please call us at 515-332-2856.

FR. DAN GUENTHER, PASTOR ~ frdanguenther@gmail.com ~ CELL: 712-899-6870
To reach a priest in case of  an emergency, and Fr. Dan Guenther is gone, please call FR. THOMAS HART at 515-341-7810

SACRED HEART CHURCH
Sunday 10:30 am 

14 4th Avenue ~ Livermore, IA 50558
Parish Secretary: Cheri Waechter – sacredheartlivermore@hotmail.com

Faith Formation: Kristyn Olson – 515-368-2588

ST. MARY’S CHURCH
Saturday 5:00 pm & Sunday 8:45 am

311 4th Street North ~ Humboldt, IA 50548 – 515-332-2856
Parish Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 4:00 pm

Parish Secretary: Wendy Lensing  – parishsecretary@stmaryhumboldt.org
Development Director: Suzanne Newton – snewton@stmaryhumboldt.org

Business Manager: Cindy Johnson – cjohnson@stmaryhumboldt.org
Faith Formation Program – 515-332-2856 – dre@stmaryhumboldt.org

ST. MARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL
  303 3rd Avenue North ~ Humboldt, IA 50548 – 515-332-2134

Principal: Cindy Edge – www.stmaryhumboldt.org
School Secretary: Shelley Davis – sdavis@stmaryhumboldt.org

WWW.HUMBOLDTAREACC.ORG
Repent and believe the Good News

NEW PARISHIONERS
Please register after weekend mass or contact a Parish Secretary. 
WE WELCOME YOU!

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please call St. Mary’s Parish Office to make an appointment  
for class and to schedule your child’s baptism.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Please contact the Pastor at least nine months in advance  
of  marriage. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
One half  hour before weekend Mass at Saint Mary’s Church.  
Or anytime by request.

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Please call St. Mary’s Parish Office in the event of  illness  
or hospitalization. Communal celebrations in the Fall & Spring.

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please call or e-mail St. Mary’s Parish Office by 2pm on Wednesdays.





 

 

Today’s Readings: 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Lectionary: 31 
Reading 1                                1SAMUEL 16:1B, 6-7, 10-13A 

The LORD said to Samuel: 
“Fill your horn with oil, and be on your way. 
I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, 
for I have chosen my king from among his sons.” 

As Jesse and his sons came to the sacrifice, 
Samuel looked at Eliab and thought, 
“Surely the LORD’s anointed is here before him.” 
But the LORD said to Samuel: 
“Do not judge from his appearance or from his lofty stature, 
because I have rejected him. 
Not as man sees does God see, 
because man sees the appearance 
but the LORD looks into the heart.” 
In the same way Jesse presented seven sons before Samuel, 
but Samuel said to Jesse, 
“The LORD has not chosen any one of these.” 
Then Samuel asked Jesse, 
“Are these all the sons you have?” 
Jesse replied, 
“There is still the youngest, who is tending the sheep.” 
Samuel said to Jesse, 
“Send for him; 
we will not begin the sacrificial banquet until he arrives here.” 
Jesse sent and had the young man brought to them. 
He was ruddy, a youth handsome to behold 
and making a splendid appearance. 
The LORD said, 
“There—anoint him, for this is the one!” 
Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, 
anointed David in the presence of his brothers; 
and from that day on, the spirit of the LORD rushed upon David. 

 

Responsorial Psalm                                  PSALM 23: 1-3A, 3B-4, 5, 6. 

R. (1)  The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
beside restful waters he leads me; 
he refreshes my soul. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
He guides me in right paths 
for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk in the dark valley 
I fear no evil; for you are at my side 
With your rod and your staff 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/1samuel/16:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/23:1


 

 

that give me courage. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
You spread the table before me 
in the sight of my foes; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
Only goodness and kindness follow me 
all the days of my life; 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
for years to come. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 

Reading 2                                                 EPHESIANS 5:8-14 

Brothers and sisters: 
You were once darkness, 
but now you are light in the Lord. 
Live as children of light, 
for light produces every kind of goodness 
and righteousness and truth. 
Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 
Take no part in the fruitless works of darkness; 
rather expose them, for it is shameful even to mention 
the things done by them in secret; 
but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 
for everything that becomes visible is light. 
Therefore, it says: 
  
“Awake, O sleeper, 
and arise from the dead, 
and Christ will give you light.” 

Verse Before The Gospel                                      JOHN 8:12 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
whoever follows me will have the light of life. 

Gospel                                                     JOHN 9:1-41 

As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth. 
His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” 
Jesus answered, 
“Neither he nor his parents sinned; 
it is so that the works of God might be made visible through him. 
We have to do the works of the one who sent me while it is day. 
Night is coming when no one can work. 
While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 
When he had said this, he spat on the ground 
and made clay with the saliva, 
and smeared the clay on his eyes, 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/5:8
http://www.usccb.org/bible/john/8:12


 

 

and said to him, 
“Go wash in the Pool of Siloam” —which means Sent—. 
So he went and washed, and came back able to see. 

His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said, 
“Isn’t this the one who used to sit and beg?” 
Some said, “It is, “ 
but others said, “No, he just looks like him.” 
He said, “I am.” 
So they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?” 
He replied, 
“The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes 
and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ 
So I went there and washed and was able to see.” 
And they said to him, “Where is he?” 
  
He said, “I don’t know.” 

They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees. 
Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a sabbath. 
So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see. 
He said to them, 
“He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and now I can see.” 
So some of the Pharisees said, 
“This man is not from God, 
because he does not keep the sabbath.” 
But others said, 
“How can a sinful man do such signs?” 
And there was a division among them. 
So they said to the blind man again, 
“What do you have to say about him, 
since he opened your eyes?” 
He said, “He is a prophet.” 

Now the Jews did not believe 
that he had been blind and gained his sight 
until they summoned the parents of the one who had gained his sight. 
They asked them, 
“Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 
How does he now see?” 
His parents answered and said, 
“We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 
We do not know how he sees now, 
nor do we know who opened his eyes. 
Ask him, he is of age; 
he can speak for himself.” 
His parents said this because they were afraid 
of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed 
that if anyone acknowledged him as the Christ, 
he would be expelled from the synagogue. 
For this reason his parents said, 
“He is of age; question him.” 



 

 

So a second time they called the man who had been blind 
and said to him, “Give God the praise! 
We know that this man is a sinner.” 
He replied, 
“If he is a sinner, I do not know. 
One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I see.” 
So they said to him, 
“What did he do to you? 
How did he open your eyes?” 
He answered them, 
“I told you already and you did not listen. 
Why do you want to hear it again? 
  
Do you want to become his disciples, too?” 
They ridiculed him and said, 
“You are that man’s disciple; 
we are disciples of Moses! 
We know that God spoke to Moses, 
but we do not know where this one is from.” 
The man answered and said to them, 
“This is what is so amazing, 
that you do not know where he is from, yet he opened my eyes. 
We know that God does not listen to sinners, 
but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to him. 
It is unheard of that anyone ever opened the eyes of a person born blind. 
If this man were not from God, 
he would not be able to do anything.” 
They answered and said to him, 
“You were born totally in sin, 
and are you trying to teach us?” 
Then they threw him out. 

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, 
he found him and said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 
He answered and said, 
“Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 
Jesus said to him, 
“You have seen him, 
the one speaking with you is he.” 
He said, 
“I do believe, Lord,” and he worshiped him. 
Then Jesus said, 
“I came into this world for judgment, 
so that those who do not see might see, 
and those who do see might become blind.” 

Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this 
and said to him, “Surely we are not also blind, are we?” 
Jesus said to them, 
“If you were blind, you would have no sin; 
but now you are saying, ‘We see,’ so your sin remains. 

 



 

 

 

 

 Reflection for the 4th Sunday of Lent, Year A 
March 22, 2020 

Fr. Dan Guenther 

 
About 400 years before Jesus was born, the Greek philosopher Plato told a story about a group of people 
who had spent their entire lives imprisoned in a cave.  They were chained together, facing the back wall of 
the cave, and they’d never seen anything but that wall.  Just outside the entrance of their cave, a fire was 
kept burning at all times, and it threw some light onto the cave’s back wall.  So whenever people walked 
between the fire and the cave entrance, their shadows appeared on the back wall of the cave.  Because 
the prisoners had never seen anything but those shadows moving across their wall, they presumed that the 
shadows were real people, and that there was nothing more to be seen. 
 
Then one day one of the prisoners broke free from his chains and staggered out into the sunlight.  There, 
to his amazement, he saw the real world for the first time.  He saw, in three dimensions and in living color, 
the real people whose mere shadows he’d been watching on the wall for years.   
 
Overjoyed, he went back into the cave to share with his friends the good news that the real world is a lot 
bigger and more beautiful than they’d imagined.  But they wouldn’t believe him – they insisted they’d 
already seen all there was to see. They held onto their chains, and refused to go outside, and eventually 
they died in their prison, looking at shadows and calling them real. 
 
That’s a sad ending for a story that should have ended happily, with everyone throwing off their chains and 
running out into the light.  Now the major question for us today, in this very difficult situation that we are in, 
is, “Are we like those cave prisoners?  Are we living in a cave, living in darkness, sadly convincing 
ourselves that there is no hope, no better light available?  If that is our attitude, then like the people in the 
cave, we too, will die in darkness and despair. 
 
But our Gospel today beautifully and so positively reminds us that there is light, new vision and a much 
better way, if we allow Jesus to be our light!  I understand our fear, confusion and uncertainty in these very 
trying days.  I understand how we may feel like the people in the cave, or the blind man in today’s Gospel.  
Now, more than ever, we need Christ in our lives showing us the way.  We cannot do this simply by 
ourselves, no matter how advanced our medical systems are!  Like the blind man in the Gospel, we have to 
totally place our lives, our trust in Jesus, and respond as the blind man did, “I do believe, Lord.” 
 
Let us together keep praying for deliverance from this present darkness.  Let us continue to pray for 
guidance from the Holy Spirit, for our medical leaders, government and church leaders. Let us pray for the 
gift of wisdom that we make good choices at this time, but most importantly, that we remain people of 
HOPE.  In and with the Lord, all things are possible! 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
In lieu of the regular bulletin we are posting some of the announcements from this week (with any 
changes that may have occurred since they were first sent out) 
 

Church is locked: From direction of the 
Bishop the church doors are now locked until 
further notice. 

 

Mass Available Online 
In an effort to keep our worship community 
together, a Facebook group named Humboldt 
County Mass 
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/24394012
0098891/ has been started. Search for this 
group (Link is posted above) and click "Join". 
Please help older family members and friends 
find us. The weekend Mass will be posted at 
3 p.m. Saturday for viewing at anytime after 
that. Please join with your family. We want 
our children to know our church community 
and our faith is especially important in 
uncertain times. Our faith community is there 
for each other and for them. 
Please share this information with anyone 

that may be interested. 
A big “thank you” to Roxanne Pogge for 

getting this arranged! 

 
Gala Bidding:  As you know, all bidding on Gala 
auction items will be done online this year.  Our 
plan was to start the bidding on Saturday evening, 
March 21st, and concluding on Saturday evening, 
March 28th.  At this time, we are NOT ready to 
start the bidding on Saturday, March 21st.  Since 
all activity is online this year, essentially we can 
schedule the bidding anytime!  This could be a 
few days from now or possibly longer!  We will 
get the word out as soon as we can when bidding 
will begin.  In the meantime, you can still 
purchase the cash raffle tickets and the tuition 
package tickets.  Thank you for your 

understanding.  
Because it is the largest fundraiser held for the 
overall operations of our school, we truly hope 
you will consider looking at the items offered for 
online bidding. The timing of the gala and 
our pandemic epidemic is truly a concern as we 
look forward to the new school year. We hope you 
will continue your support of our school. It is 
needed now more than ever! 
 

 
 

The Parish Office hours will temporarily be 

changed to 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. Monday - Friday. If 

you need assistance with anything outside of 

these hours please call the parish office at 332-

2856. If no one is available to take your call you 

may leave a message and the voice mail will go 

through our e-mail system and someone will 

respond. You may also send e-mail messages to 

the office. We will have access to our work e-

mail and will be checking them. Thank you for 

your understanding. 

 
The deadline date for applying for the MLTF 
Scholarships remains April 1, 2020. Application 
can be made through the TADS site at 
https://www.mytads.com.  You will also need to 
include information for taxes completed for 2019. 
This can be sent in later in the process of 
submitting an application. If you are in need of 
assistance completing the application, please 
contact Cindy Johnson in the Parish office, at 
332-2856. Because of shortened office hours, 
please be sure to leave a message and you will 
be contacted. 

 

Online Auction Instructions 

For anyone interested in the online auction that 
will be taking place instead of our regular gala, 
please be sure to follow this link and complete an 
online bidding profile. 
EVERYONE THAT WANTS TO BID MUST DO 
THIS, even if you have already pre-registered for 
the gala. 

https://galaignite2020.ggo.bid/bidding/packag
e-browse 

Step by step instructions: 

1. Follow the link 
2. Choose Start Bidding 
3. Create account (Gala 2019 login is valid if you 
remember it) 
4. Enter email address and Confirm 
[It might take up to 24 hours to receive this email, 
depending on your server.] 
5. Follow the link in your email to finish setup and 
Create your account. 
6. Your bid number will be assigned to your account 
internally. 
7. We will get the word out when we are ready to start 
the online auction 

Thank you for your ongoing support of Saint 
Mary school 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/243940120098891/?fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDiunyqRn1JSMNzQY1xhyPcPbmo7giZgaiiV1gAGVuKTr_uKHFmUn8xI2MKTlO22eRpTUHo5ISO_seusTP2PDXrC1ZNfJESNv8CdXne4lMFPoaEuTpZ-kgby8N345ICoVAIh9gfcqtMI-kmFmmrw6J7AaLV0HWC7wd45XedXmrAGedKrnAAiC0DtKzauZf1ezc9UyZRbVWLbayDvzMo1SZ-_iho5w21tcG-dvqPNqyDdcymm-6s7-EfWbf2291Pokdag2V2Z3IitFL6rkfjahEb0pwg14Cc3Zt-d0mhhwzRQxSQ9nE0jXq3NWpZ4s6soEgV1Mk4RY7JL3Emo8_GIiYAh0Cy&__tn__=K-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/243940120098891/?fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDiunyqRn1JSMNzQY1xhyPcPbmo7giZgaiiV1gAGVuKTr_uKHFmUn8xI2MKTlO22eRpTUHo5ISO_seusTP2PDXrC1ZNfJESNv8CdXne4lMFPoaEuTpZ-kgby8N345ICoVAIh9gfcqtMI-kmFmmrw6J7AaLV0HWC7wd45XedXmrAGedKrnAAiC0DtKzauZf1ezc9UyZRbVWLbayDvzMo1SZ-_iho5w21tcG-dvqPNqyDdcymm-6s7-EfWbf2291Pokdag2V2Z3IitFL6rkfjahEb0pwg14Cc3Zt-d0mhhwzRQxSQ9nE0jXq3NWpZ4s6soEgV1Mk4RY7JL3Emo8_GIiYAh0Cy&__tn__=K-R
https://www.mytads.com/
https://galaignite2020.ggo.bid/bidding/package-browse?fbclid=IwAR2f0rM0OMdu-axCr8BPoK_jpSsd5hdNCVLh8KlOlAnll84ADJDfihig51k
https://galaignite2020.ggo.bid/bidding/package-browse?fbclid=IwAR2f0rM0OMdu-axCr8BPoK_jpSsd5hdNCVLh8KlOlAnll84ADJDfihig51k


 

 

 
 

Updated diocesan guidelines as response to COVID-19 as of 3/16/20 
 

Following the recommendations released by the Centers of Disease Control to “cancel large events 

or gatherings that could contribute to the spread of COVID-19,” Bishop Walker Nickless issued the 

mandate to suspend all Sunday and public Masses effective immediately.  

 

This suspension will extend for eight weeks, and then will be re-evaluated as the coronavirus 

situation develops. The CDC recommends no gathering of groups of 50 or larger during this crisis. 

Parishes within the diocese will resume normal activities when it is safe to do so. 

 

“This has been the most difficult decision I have made during my time as bishop,” Bishop Nickless 

explained after making the decision to cancel all Masses, which will include Holy Week, the high 

point of the Catholic Church’s liturgical year. “The health and well-being of all people in the 

diocese, as well as all Catholics, is of the utmost importance at this time. I ask all the faithful for 

their understanding and to join me in prayer for the end to this public health crisis.” 

 

During this period, Catholics in the Diocese of Sioux City are dispensed from the obligation to 

attend Sunday Mass, according to the bishop’s mandate.  

 

Liturgical and parish guidelines for this 8-week period will include:  

 

- All public celebrations of the Mass will be suspended. Pastors are encouraged to broadcast 

private Masses via electronic means for their parishioners. 

- Baptisms – Baptisms will only be celebrated with immediate family and godparents. There 

will be no large group baptisms.  

- Weddings – Only immediate family members and witnesses are to attend weddings. Clergy 

are not to attend related social functions. Parishes are not to host receptions.  

- Funerals – Funerals may be celebrated only with immediate family members. Parishes may 

not host funeral dinners.  

- Holy Week – Holy Week liturgies are suspended.  

- Confessions - The sacrament of reconciliation (confession) will be conducted by appointment 

only.  

- All spring celebrations of the sacrament of confirmation are suspended. 

- The celebrations of First Communion are suspended.  

- Quinceañeras are suspended. 

- The formal exposition of the Eucharist or adoration will be suspended. 

- Church buildings may remain open for private prayer at the discretion of pastors. 

- All conferences, retreats, festivals or similar events in the diocese and the parishes are to be 

suspended.  

- All religious education, faith formation classes, RCIA and related activities are suspended.  

- Parish staff are to conduct meetings if essential, and if possible, electronically. 

- Parish staff members are asked to telecommute, if possible. 

- Parish governing boards are strongly urged to meet electronically. 

 



 

 

Above is the statement and mandate from our bishop regarding the cancellation of Masses and all other parish 
activities for the next EIGHT (8) WEEKS.   The only exceptions would be weddings already scheduled and funerals, 
both of which must be done in very simple forms with no more than immediate family attending. 
  
Hence, in our Humboldt parishes, this would include the following: 

•         All Weekend Masses at both St. Mary’s and Sacred Heart. 

•         All daily Masses at both parishes 

•         Eucharistic Adoration on Thursdays at St. Mary’s 

•         All St. Mary’s school classes and Faith Formation classes for both parishes 

•         The St. Mary’s Gala set for March 28.  (Watch for further announcements for online bidding March 21-28) 

•         All Women’s meetings and study groups 

•         All Men’s meetings (including KC’s) and study groups 

•         The Wednesday Ecumenical Lenten Lunches at the Methodist Church in Humboldt 

•         The Knights of Columbus Friday Fish Fry Dinners 

•         All Holy Week and Easter Services 

•         All nursing home Masses and Holy Communion to the homebound. 

•         Our scheduled First Holy Communion date for April 18 will be rescheduled for a later date. 

•         Our Confirmation date scheduled for May 3rd will be rescheduled for a later date. 

•         The presentation by Leslie Lien on March 22nd, the talk “Basic Training for Spiritual Warfare” at St. Mary’s on 
March 25th and The Holy Land presentation with Allen & Jan Goche and Fr. Dan set for March 31st are all cancelled. 

•         Meals from the Heartland packaging set for March 21st will be rescheduled for a later date. 

•         The monthly “Rosary for Vocations” by the Knights of Columbus will be postponed until further notice. 

•         Church cleaning before Easter for both churches is postponed at this time. 

•         Parish Lenten Public Reconciliation Services for parishioners and students are postponed. 

•         Use and rental of the Parish Hall during this time will not be available. 

•         The Diocesan Women’s Conference set for March28th and the Diocesan Men’s Conference set for April 4th are 
both cancelled. 

•         The St. Mary’s Sacrament of Anointing Mass set for April will be rescheduled for a later date. 

  

Be watching for details on further closings or possibly earlier openings. 



 

 

The parish office has been working to get as 
much information out to our parishioners as 
possible in a timely manner. If you know of 
someone that is not receiving our e-mails 
please have them notify the office. If you 
know of someone that does not have access 
to e-mail please share information with them 
as you receive it. We are trying to get as 
many e-mail addresses into our database as 
we can. If during this process you receive 
multiple e-mails please be patient and 
understanding as we try to organize things 
differently to communicate as effectively as 
possible. Thank you!  

 
PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING AT THIS TIME 

 
 
 
 

Parishioners who use the service are pleased with how easy 
it is to set up and manage. If you have not yet signed up for 
Online Giving, please consider this option. Reasons to sign 
up for Electronic Giving: 

• No need to write checks or bring cash to church. 

• Peace-of-mind knowing that the church is receiving your 

contribution even if you are unable to attend. 

• More secure than checks. 

• All contributions are recorded for you on your bank 

statement with date of settlement. 

• IT COSTS YOU NOTHING! 
By using Online Giving you are helping the parish improve 
our operational efficiency. Visit our parish website at 
https://www.humboldtareacc.org/ and select Online Giving. 
 
 
 
 

 

SCRIP NEWS 
At this time SCRIP is still available in the Parish Office 

during office hours. We ask that you e-mail or call 
ahead with your order so we can have it ready for you. 

 
 We would encourage the use of online ordering: 

Easy & Convenient Scrip Ordering Online: “Presto Pay” 
is the secure online payment system for families that 
lets them pay for orders and receive e-gift cards and 
reload their cards immediately. “MyScripWallet” is the 

mobile website where families can reload their gift 
cards and order e-gift cards right from their phone. 

It’s easy! 
Go to ShopWithScrip.com and use St. Mary’s code 

1DC14C9E6837 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Fort Dodge Office: 515-576-4156 
 3 N 17th St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 

Algona Office: 515-295-8840 

 109 W State St, Algona, IA 50511 

*Professional counselinfor children, families & 

individuals. www.cathchar.com 
 

 
 

http://www.cathchar.com/


 

 

 

 



 

 

 




