
Welcome! We are delighted to Welcome you to Worship With us.   
Whether you are a parishioner, friend, or visitor, your presence enlivens our celebration and community.  

Please consider sharing in what we have to offer. Our parishes aim to assist all who wish to know God more deeply.  
We serve the community through outreach, education, social activities, sacramental preparation,  

and comfort to those who mourn and are sick. Please call us at 515-332-2856.

Fr. dan guenther, PASTOR ~ frdanguenther@gmail.com ~ Cell: 712-899-6870
To reach a priest in case of  an emergency, and Fr. Dan Guenther is gone, please call Fr. thomas hart at 515-341-7810
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neW parishioners
Please register after weekend mass or contact a Parish Secretary. 
WE WELCOME YOU!

sacrament oF Baptism
Please call St. Mary’s Parish Office to make an appointment  
for class and to schedule your child’s baptism.

sacrament oF marriage
Please contact the Pastor at least nine months in advance  
of  marriage. 

sacrament oF reconciliation
One half  hour before weekend Mass at Saint Mary’s Church.  
Or anytime by request.

sacrament oF the anointing oF the sicK
Please call St. Mary’s Parish Office in the event of  illness  
or hospitalization. Communal celebrations in the Fall & Spring.

Bulletin announcements
Please call or e-mail St. Mary’s Parish Office by 2pm on Wednesdays.

sacred heart church
Sunday 10:30 am 

14 4th Avenue ~ livermore, IA 50558
Parish Secretary: Cheri Waechter – sacredheartlivermore@hotmail.com

Faith Formation: Kristyn Olson – 515-368-2588

st. mary’s church
Saturday 5:00 pm & Sunday 8:45 am

311 4th Street North ~ Humboldt, IA 50548 – 515-332-2856
Parish Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 4:00 pm

Parish Secretary: Wendy lensing  – parishsecretary@stmaryhumboldt.org
Development Director: Suzanne Newton – snewton@stmaryhumboldt.org

Business Manager: Cindy Johnson – cjohnson@stmaryhumboldt.org
Faith Formation Program – 515-332-2856 – dre@stmaryhumboldt.org

st. mary catholic school
  303 3rd Avenue North ~ Humboldt, IA 50548 – 515-332-2134

Principal: Cindy edge – www.stmaryhumboldt.org
School Secretary: Shelley Davis – sdavis@stmaryhumboldt.org

WWW.humBoldtareacc.org



 

Today’s Readings: 
 

 

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

  
First Reading – Jeremiah 20:10 – 13  

 

Jeremiah said: 

“I hear the whisperings of many: 

‘Terror on every side! 

Denounce! let us denounce him!’ 

All those who were my friends 

are on the watch for any misstep of mine. 

‘Perhaps he will be trapped; then we can prevail, 

and take our vengeance on him.’ 

But the LORD is with me, like a mighty champion: 

my persecutors will stumble, they will not triumph. 

In their failure they will be put to utter shame, 

to lasting, unforgettable confusion. 

O LORD of hosts, you who test the just, 

who probe mind and heart, 

let me witness the vengeance you take on them, 

for to you I have entrusted my cause. 

Sing to the LORD, 

praise the LORD, 

for he has rescued the life of the poor 

from the power of the wicked! 

 The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 69:8 – 10, 14, 17, 33 - 35  

 

R. Lord, in your great love, answer me. 

For your sake I bear insult, 

and shame covers my face. 

I have become an outcast to my brothers, 

a stranger to my mother's children, 

Because zeal for your house consumes me, 

and the insults of those who blaspheme you fall upon me. 

R. Lord, in your great love, answer me. 

I pray to you, O LORD, 

for the time of your favor, O God! 

In your great kindness answer me 

with your constant help. 

Answer me, O LORD, for bounteous is your kindness; 

in your great mercy turn toward me. 



R. Lord, in your great love, answer me. 

“See, you lowly ones, and be glad; 

you who seek God, may your hearts revive! 

For the LORD hears the poor, 

and his own who are in bonds he spurns not. 

Let the heavens and the earth praise him, 

the seas and whatever moves in them!’‘ 

R. Lord, in your great love, answer me. 

 

 

Second Reading – Romans 5:12 - 15  

 

Brothers and sisters: 

Through one man sin entered the world, 

and through sin, death, 

and thus death came to all men, inasmuch as all sinned— 

for up to the time of the law, sin was in the world, 

though sin is not accounted when there is no law. 

But death reigned from Adam to Moses, 

even over those who did not sin 

after the pattern of the trespass of Adam, 

who is the type of the one who was to come. 

But the gift is not like the transgression. 

For if by the transgression of the one the many died, 

how much more did the grace of God 

and the gracious gift of the one man Jesus Christ 

overflow for the many. 

  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation – John 15:26 – 27  
 

The Spirit of truth will testify to me, says the Lord; 

and you also will testify. 

 

 

Gospel – Matthew 10:26 – 33  

 

The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus said to the Twelve: 

“Fear no one. 

Nothing is concealed that will not be revealed, 



nor secret that will not be known. 

What I say to you in the darkness, speak in the light; 

what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 

And do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; 

rather, be afraid of the one who can destroy 

both soul and body in Gehenna. 

Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? 

Yet not one of them falls to the ground without your Father’s knowledge. 

Even all the hairs of your head are counted. 

So do not be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 

Everyone who acknowledges me before others 

I will acknowledge before my heavenly Father. 

But whoever denies me before others, 

I will deny before my heavenly Father.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Reflection for the 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A 
June 21, 2020 

Fr. Dan Guenther 

 

Many years ago, a professor at the University of California became curious about why some 

people succeed, while others with equal talents and opportunities fail.  To answer his question, 

he studied 1,700 students for six years, following them through the key growth years. 

 

The professor’s findings are remarkable.  They show that the most important factor 

contributing to success or failure is a person’s self-image.  A person with a positive self-image 

is apt to succeed.  A person with a negative self-image is apt to fail.  In other words, if we 

perceive ourselves to be valuable or lovable, we will probably succeed.  But if we perceive 

ourselves NOT to be valuable or lovable, we will probably fail. 

 

But the effect of our self-image extends even beyond this.  Psychologists now tell us that our 

self-image holds the key to our success not only as professional people, but also as Christians.  

How so? 

 

Our success as Christians is measured by our ability to love God and neighbor.  Studies show 

that people with a positive self-image are far more capable of loving God and neighbor than are 

people with a negative self-image.  Why is this true? 

 

It’s because love is a self-gift.  Love is a gift of one’s self to another person.  And this is the 

point: If we don’t think we are valuable or lovable, we won’t be able to give ourselves as a gift 

to another person.  No one gives junk to another person, especially to someone he or she 

respects, admires, loves. 

 

This raises an important question.  How do we develop our self-image?  Where do people pick 



up the idea that they are valuable and lovable?  The answer to this question can be frightening.  

We pick up this idea from other people, especially those closest to us, like our family.  If other 

people treat us as not being valuable or lovable, then that’s how we begin seeing ourselves, as 

NOT being valuable or lovable. 

 

On the other hand, if they treat us as being valuable and lovable, that’s how we begin to see 

ourselves, as being valuable and lovable.  Frightening as it may seem, other people, especially 

those closest to us, hold the key to our self-image.   

 

This leads us to a practical conclusion.  As Christians, we believe that God made us in His own 

image.  If anyone should have a positive self-image, we Christians should! 

 

And today’s gospel re-emphasizes this fact.  Jesus says that our heavenly Father knows even 

the number of hairs on our head.  In God’s eyes, we have a worth and a value beyond counting.  

He loves us with an infinite love.  He loves us and values us so much that he sent his only Son 

to save us from sin. 

 

It’s important, then, that we treat one another in the same way that our Father has treated us.  

It’s important that we convey to others the same message: that we are valuable and lovable 

beyond all counting! 

 

If we treat others in a way less than this, we convey to them a lie, a terrible lie.  We tell them 

that they are not valuable or lovable.  Not only do we lie to them, but we also destroy their 

ability to love as Scripture and Jesus teaches them. 

 

Today’s Gospel speaks an important message to us.  It says that we are valuable and lovable.  

God himself has told us so! It is up to us to speak this same message of love to one another, 

especially to the young.  Their future well-being, not only in this world, but also in the world to 

come, depends on it.  My friends, let us build up and encourage one another.  Let us truly love 

one another! 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

Ignite the Faith Contributions  
received as of June 18th - $2,541,648 

Please be sure to make your pledge  
payments as scheduled. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 
Special Training for Ushers, Eucharistic 

Ministers & Lectors:   
Before we start back to Masses this coming 
weekend, June 27-28, we need to have a 

brief updating to our ministers on how things 
will need to be done.  We would like to do this 

training on Tuesday evening, June 23rd at 
6:30 p.m. in St. Mary’s Church.  This involves 

those who would like to help from both St. 
Mary’s parish and Sacred Heart.  The training 

should not take long, and you are asked to 
bring a mask to wear while in the church. 

 
If you are willing to serve and have not yet 
called, please call Wendy at 332-2856 or 

email parishsecretary@stmaryhumboldt.org 
and give your name and Mass preference. 

Ministers from either parish can serve at any 
of these Masses. Mass times will remain 5 

p.m. Saturday, 8:45 a.m. Sunday and 10:30 
a.m. Sunday but ALL Masses will be held at 
St. Mary’s in Humboldt until further notice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Fort Dodge Office: 515-576-4156 
 3 N 17th St, Fort Dodge, IA 
50501 

Algona Office: 515-295-8840 
 109 W State St, Algona, IA 
50511 

 

 

 

 
Parish Sympathy to the 
families of Bob Molitor 
and Eddie Mersch, both 
buried by Fr. Dan this 
past week.  May God 
give eternal rest to Bob & 
Eddie, and comfort to 
their families. 

 

 

 
 
 
   
 
June 8 – 14    Collections          St. Mary’s       Sacred Heart   

Weekly Envelopes $2,208.00     $100.00 
Online Giving $1,350.00      $20.00 
Parish Needs    $85.00       
Cemetery Upkeep        
Aid to Domestic Churches          $50.00 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

$3,990.00 
$142.43 

$122,885.00 

ST. MARY’S PARISH & SCHOOL SCRIP PROGRAM 
 Weekly Sales 6/8 – 6/14               
 Weekly Profit 6/8 – 6/14                    
 Year-To-Date Sales Totals               
 
SCRIP is still available in the parish office. Please call ahead 

and we will get your order ready. Please also consider ordering 
E-scrip at shopwithscrip.com .     
   

BULLETIN SPONSORS FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE: 
Please patronize all of our bulletin sponsors. Their sponsorship makes our bulletin possible!   

Becker Ag Sales, Northpark Family Dentistry & The Shrine of the Grotto of the Redemption 

Wedding Congratulations to Jacob Richard 

Jergens and Jamie Anne Balk, married this 

weekend at St. Mary’s.  May God truly 
bless Jacob and Jamie in their years ahead! 

mailto:parishsecretary@stmaryhumboldt.org


 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Parishioners who use the service are pleased with  
how easy it is to set up and manage. If you have  
not yet signed up for Online Giving, please 
consider this option.  
Reasons to sign up for Electronic Giving: 

 

• No need to write checks or bring cash to 

church. 

• Peace-of-mind knowing that the church is 

receiving your contribution even if you are 

unable to attend. 

• More secure than checks. 

• All contributions are recorded for you on your 

bank statement with date of settlement. 

• IT COSTS YOU NOTHING! 
By using Online Giving you are helping the parish 
improve our operational efficiency. Visit our parish 
website at https://www.humboldtareacc.org and 
select online giving. 
 

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING  
AT THIS TIME! 

 
 

 

 
 

Active Volunteers:  As we all know having a 

safe environment within the parish and school is 
important. With that being said, to be in 

compliance with our Diocesan Safe Environment 
regulations, we need to be up to date with our 

Virtus training and reading of Training Bulletins. 
Each month, one Training Bulletin is emailed to 

active users. Active users are to read the bulletin 
and respond to one question at the end. We have 
a master compliance report that we send to the 
Diocese every year by June 30. Please remember 

to stay up to date with these bulletins.  

 

Visit www.virtusonline.org/virtus/ to log in. If you 
have forgotten your user i.d. or password, please call 

Dan Ellis at 712-233-7517 or you can call the Virtus 
help desk at 888-847-8870.   

If you would like to volunteer your time for a specific 
ministry, please call Wendy at the Parish Office to get 

information on how to get a background check. 
 

 
        

 

 
SCAM ALERT: 

 If anyone gets an email from Fr. Dan or any 
priest asking for gift cards, delete the email and 
DO NOT respond to it.  This is a common scam 
taking advantage of priests and parishioners. If 
you question the validity of a message you have 
received please contact the parish office.  
 
 

Shop With Scrip Update 
Village Inn Restaurant cards are 

discontinued. At this time we have 5 - 
$25 cards on hand. The cards will still 
be accepted at Village Inn, but need to 
be used as soon as possible. Please 

consider helping us get these used up. 
If not for going out to eat, maybe 

picking up a pie to go! The rebate on 
Village Inn cards is 13%!! 

 
 
 
 

https://www.humboldtareacc.org/


 

 

Humboldt County Ministerial Food Pantry  
 
Taking food donations:  
• There is a drop-off shopping cart inside the Engineers 
Building (2221 220th Street along Hwy. 3, East of 
Humboldt). Hours are 8am-4:30pm  
• Monetary donations may be mailed to Humboldt 
Ministerial Association, P.O. Box 401, Humboldt, IA 
50548  

Need a little help with food items during this 
challenging time:  
• Food Pantry is open for drive thru Thursdays 9am-
3pm  
• Can’t get to the food pantry during that time? Call 
UDMO 515-332-3631  
• Mobile Food Truck will be at the Fairgrounds on July 
8. For more information call the Congregational 
Church.  

Upper Des Moines Opportunity, Inc. (UDMO) 
www.udmo.com/ • Ph. 515-332-3631  
Hours: Monday- Thursday 8am-4pm 

Mission: To provide food and crisis services for families 
in Humboldt County 

 

Some of the items needed at the food pantry 
right now include: 

Mac and cheese, pancake mix, syrup, Hamburger 
Helper, ramen noodles, cereal, toilet paper 

 
 
 
 

 Parishioner Resources page: 
https://scdiocese.org/parishioner-resources 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open Church Hours for Prayer: 
Beginning this past week, our bishop is allowing the 
Mother Church in each parish cluster to open for two 
two-hour times during the week for private prayer.  We 
will open St. Mary’s on Tuesday from 10-noon, and on 
Thursday from 5-7 p.m.  Only the front doors will be 
unlocked during this time.  We still have the mandate 
that people come with masks on and remain socially 
spaced at least 6 feet from others in the church.   
There can be no more than 10 people in the church at 
any one time, so please note this as you are in the 
church.  If more than 10 show up, then those there first 
will have to leave.  This could mean spending only 
minutes in the church if several are trying to get in, so 
please watch this and faithfully share the time!  There 
will not be Adoration or any public prayer set up for 
this, just quiet, personal time.  If we are allowed more 
time to be open, this will be made known. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

THE GLOBE HAS CHANGED TO ‘THE 
LUMEN’! 

This is a reminder that The Catholic Globe has re-
branded. The last issue of the diocesan newspaper 
named The Catholic Globe was printed May 21. 
Starting June 4, subscribers will see newspapers 
in their mailbox named The Lumen, which means 
The Light in Latin (and translates nicely into 
Spanish!) Look for the fire of the Holy Spirit in the 
new logo of the banner. It will still be printed twice 
monthly and subscriptions are still $30 per year or 
$1.25 per issue. Be looking for enLIGHTENing 
new features! For more information or to subscribe, 
go to www.lumenmedia.org or call (712) 255-

https://scdiocese.org/parishioner-resources
http://44hmv1lj.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/http:%2F%2Fwww.lumenmedia.org%2F/1/010001725914ff62-7c5e424c-bdd0-4df2-8252-85c77afa9b9a-000000/1QeytVH3HO6dFqByfB-aieH_ZJk=164


 

 

 
St. Mary School 

303 3rd Ave. North 

Humboldt, IA 50548 

515-332-2134 

www.stmaryhumboldt.org 
 

June 19, 2020  

 
Dear St. Mary School students, parents, and staff,  

 

I hope this letter finds your family happy, healthy and enjoying the summer break. I want to give you an update on 
what has been happening with St. Mary School as we prepare to return to school in August. 

 

School staff have been very busy during the month of June, writing and preparing a “Return-to-Learn” plan for St. 

Mary School. This planning is lengthy and thorough and includes sections on Catholic Identity, Leadership, 
Infrastructure, Health and Safety, Academics, Social Emotional, Equity and Data. Members of the team are composed 

of Fr. Dan, school board members, parents, healthcare professionals, teachers, a special education teacher, students, 

early childhood professionals, maintenance, nurses, a school counselor, a parent of English Language Learners and 
marketing and enrollment people. The plan has been shared with the school board for their input.  

 

The St. Mary School Leadership Team and I have been working on our Return to Learn Plan for this fall which is due 
to the Iowa Department of Education July 1. Once the plan is completed it will be posted to our school website. You 

will be notified by the school office when this is completed. 

 

I have been working with the public school administration and leadership team in writing the Return to Learn Plan. 
This has been very valuable in creating consistency among all schools in Humboldt County. I am grateful for the 

collaboration with the Humboldt Community School District! Surveys will be coming out soon to see how we can best 

serve your needs. Please complete the surveys for us to best help your children! You will complete one survey for both 
schools. There will be a second survey I need you to complete related to technology access. This survey will help 

provide the Department of Education information to determine funding needs for schools. It is very important that you 

complete the surveys for funding and in order for us to create the best Return to Learn Plan possible. 

 
Ms. Davis and Mr. Umstead have PPE supplies coming such as masks, cleaning solutions and dispensers, additional 

thermometers, and hand sanitizer. The entrance to the school will have a hand sanitizer as well as all classrooms. The 

restrooms will have hand washing stations that will include touchless paper towel dispensers. There will be a sick 
room when the renovation project is completed that will be utilized for sick children and staff.  

 

Teachers are also very busy finding ways to support online teaching and learning. Teachers and support staff will be 
participating in professional development to support online learning. We are also waiting for re-opening guidance that 

will be coming from the Department of Education. Our number one priority will be the health and safety of our 

students, families, and staff this fall.  

 
Look for future communication from St. Mary School regarding re-opening procedures for the fall, and again, thank 

you for your support, and your faith in our school this past spring. We look forward to coming out stronger on the 

other side of this and continuing to work with all of you to meet the spiritual, emotional, and academic needs of our 
students and families.  

 

God bless you and your family. If you have questions please email at cedge@stmaryhumboldt.org or call my cell 
phone 515-368-2443.  

 

Mrs. Edge 

http://www.stmaryhumboldt.org/
mailto:cedge@stmaryhumboldt.org


 

 

Here are a few reminders as we prepare to return to Mass next weekend:  

A letter along with detailed guidelines was emailed to all of those parishioners we had email 
addresses on file for and mailed out to those that we did not have email addresses for. Please 
read the guidelines carefully for all details. If you did not receive the letter and guidelines please 
contact the office at 332-2856. 

➢ We need to know who is planning to attend Mass at which time. Please go to this link: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf5tu8Y92cXWXP1lyfEC9KyEPp11m3UFbBDgRH
rkjuEpDScSg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1 to give your name and the number from your 
household attending OR call Wendy at 515-332-2856 no later than 3 p.m. Friday. You need 
to do this EACH weekend.  

➢ While we will still be very limited on the space allowed for use in the church, we will still 
record Mass each weekend so you can watch it at home as you have been. Note that the 
Mass will now start at 5:00 p.m. The obligation to attend Sunday Mass is still dispensed. The 
elderly and more vulnerable parishioners should especially take note of this. 

➢ Church buildings will remain locked when there is no Mass.  The WEST DOORS will open 
one half hour before Mass on the weekends.  Only the west doors (front doors) will be 
unlocked.  Once you’ve entered the Church, you will immediately be given hand sanitizer if 
you don’t have your own. YOU WILL THEN BE DIRECTED BY USHERS WHERE YOU MAY SIT. 
You will not be allowed to sit where you choose.  The church will be filled from the front 
to the back, and once the church is full to the capacity we are allowed, we will have to turn 
people away.  If space is available in a pew after individuals are placed, a smaller family, a 
couple or another individual may be placed on the opposite end of the pew.  There must be 
6 feet of distance between one family and another in the same pew. 

➢ It is REQUIRED that all those coming to Mass wear a facemask.  Those not wearing 
facemasks, including children over the age of 2, cannot be allowed into the church.  You 
must bring your own facemask, we are not able to supply them. The facemask must 
remain on the entire time you are in church, and must be worn properly.  To do so, both 
the nose and mouth must be covered at all times.  

 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf5tu8Y92cXWXP1lyfEC9KyEPp11m3UFbBDgRHrkjuEpDScSg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf5tu8Y92cXWXP1lyfEC9KyEPp11m3UFbBDgRHrkjuEpDScSg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1


 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 






